MINOR PROPHETS: JOEL #21 (1-18-15)                                       MINOR PROPHETS, pg. 26
Joel 3:11-12   Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations, and gather yourselves there. Bring down, O LORD, Your [the] mighty ones.  12) Let the nations be aroused and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, for there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations.

Both the words Hasten and come in the Hebrew are in the imperative mood. God is commanding the evil nations to come to Israel, the Valley of Jehoshaphat for battle.

Zechariah 12:9  "And in that day I will set about to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.
Zechariah 14:3  Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle.

“The Lord shall bring down,” i.e. cause to succumb, destroy, “thy mighty ones,” which must then signify “the mighty ones of the enemy.”
Joel, The Pulpit Commentary (London; New York: Funk & Wagnalls Company, 1909), 50.

Micah 4:11-12   And now many nations have been assembled against You who say, 'Let her be polluted, and let our eyes gloat over Zion.'  12) "But they do not know the thoughts of the LORD, and they do not understand His purpose; for He has gathered them like sheaves to the threshing floor.

Ezekiel 39:3-5   "I will strike your bow from your left hand and dash down your arrows from your right hand.  4) You will fall on the mountains of Israel, you and all your troops and the peoples who are with you; I will give you as food to every kind of predatory bird and beast of the field.  5) 
You will fall on the open field; for it is I who have spoken," declares the Lord GOD. 

12) Let the nations be aroused and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat

We have already addressed the Valley of Jehoshaphat in verse 2. 

It appears that Satan will take an active role in arousing the nations to go to Israel to do battle, Rev. 16:13-16.
“Satan, knowing that the second coming of Christ is near, will gather all the military might of the world into the Holy Land to resist the coming of the Son of Man... Though the nations may be deceived in entering into the war in hope of gaining world political power, the satanic purpose is to combat the armies from heaven (introduced in chap. 19) at the second coming of Christ.”
Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 968.

Revelation 16:13-14& 16   And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs;  14) for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty…16) And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon.

For there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations…
Psalm 96:13  … for He is coming, For He is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in His faithfulness.
Psalm 110:5-6   The Lord is at Your right hand; He will shatter kings in the day of His wrath.  6) He will judge among the nations, He will fill them with corpses, He will shatter the chief men over a broad country.
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Malachi 4:1-3   “For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them ablaze," says the LORD of hosts, "so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.  2) But for you who fear My name, the sun of righteousness, will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like calves from the stall.  3) You will tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day which I am preparing," says the LORD of hosts.

Joel 3:13   Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, tread, for the wine press is full; The vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.14) Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision.

The Lord Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world, but He is also the Judge of all the world.

The same wording in the first part of this verse is also found in Rev. 14:14-20.

Revelation 14:14-20  Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and sitting on the cloud was one like a son of man, having a golden crown on His head and a sharp sickle in His hand.  15) And another angel came out of the temple, crying out with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, "Put in your sickle and reap, for the hour to reap has come, because the harvest of the earth is ripe."  16) Then He who sat on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth, and the earth was reaped.  17) And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, and he also had a sharp sickle.  18) Then another angel, the one who has power over fire, came out from the altar; and he called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, "Put in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, because her grapes are ripe."  19) So the angel swung his sickle to the earth and gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of the wrath of God.  20) And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses' bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles.

Verse 14  Jesus Christ is said to be sitting and wearing a golden wreath as He has already won the strategic victory over Satan at the cross. The tactical victory will be won at the Second Advent which is what the next six verses describe.

“One like the son of man” is used elsewhere referring to Jesus Christ, Dan. 7:13, Rev. 1:13. He who, as Man, redeemed the world, comes as Man to judge the world.

Acts 17:30-31   God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent,  31) because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead."

The “sharp sickle” in this verse references an instrument of judgment.

Verse 15:    The Temple refers to the Temple in Heaven, 
Rev. 11:19  The Temple of God which is in heaven…, Rev. 14:17, 15:6, 16:17
Read: Matt. 13:36-42,Psalm 2, Isa. 63:3-6
MINOR PROPHETS: JOEL #22 (1-25-15)  
Joel 3:15-16   The sun and moon grow dark And the stars lose their brightness.  16) The LORD roars from Zion and utters His voice from Jerusalem, and the heavens and the earth tremble. But the LORD is a refuge for His people and a stronghold to the sons of Israel.

Again we have celestial disturbances when these great events take place.
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The LORD roars… reminds us that Jesus Christ is the Lion of Judah and when He returns and roars, indeed the heavens and earth tremble.

Amos 1:2   And he said: "The LORD roars from Zion, And utters His voice from Jerusalem; The pastures of the shepherds mourn, and the top of Carmel withers."

Isaiah 42:13   The LORD will go forth like a warrior, He will arouse His zeal like a man of war. He will utter a shout, yes, He will raise a war cry. He will prevail against His enemies.

From Zion…

Isaiah 2:2-3  Now it will come about that In the last days The mountain of the house of the LORD Will be established as the chief of the mountains, and will be raised above the hills; [Rev. 16:17 great earthquake] and all the nations will stream to it.  3) And many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that He may teach us concerning His ways and that we may walk in His paths." For the law will go forth from Zion and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
The heavens and the earth tremble…
Haggai 2:6-7   For thus says the LORD of hosts, 'Once more in a little while, I am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea also and the dry land.  7) 'I will shake all the nations; and they will come with the wealth of all nations, and I will fill this house with glory,' says the LORD of hosts.

The LORD is a refuge…
Psalm 46:1   God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble.

David wrote this Psalm (62) when he was hiding out with the people of Keilah when he received word that they had plans to betray him and turn him over to King Saul who was seeking to kill him. They decided to do this  right after David and his men saved them from being wiped out by the Philistines (1 Sam. 23:1-14)
Psalm 62:5-8   My soul, wait in silence for God only, For my hope is from Him.  6) He only is my rock and my salvation, mstronghold; I shall not be shaken.  7) On God my salvation and my glory rest; the rock of my strength, my refuge is in God.  8)*Trust in Him at all times, O people; pour out your heart before Him [*not before other people];  God is a refuge for us. Selah.
*Jeremiah 17:5  Thus says the LORD, "Cursed is the man who trusts in mankind And makes flesh his strength, And whose heart turns away from the LORD.
Psalm 91:1-16  Some believe that this Psalm, like Psalm 91 was written by Moses just before the Exodus of the Israelites began. 
“In the approach to this psalm we note three things: 
a)  Interpretation, which is always paramount. The interpretation is the deliverance of the Jews from the bondage of Egypt. 
b)  Application, which is the deliverance of a believer in phase two. 
c)  Anticipation, which is the deliverance of the Tribulational saints from a maximum world disaster.”    R.B. Theime Jr. Notes of Psa. 91
Read Psalm 142

MINOR PROPHETS: JOEL #23 (2-1-15) 
Joel 3:17  Then you will know that I am the LORD your God, Dwelling in Zion, My holy mountain. So Jerusalem will be holy, and strangers will pass through it no more.

   








             MINOR PROPHETS, pg. 29 When God vindicates them, the people of Judah would know with certainty that they really 
are his people. The promise that the Israelites themselves would understand that Yahweh 
was their God may indicate how discouraged Joel’s generation really was. It possibly anticipates times of unbelief among the Jews before their final salvation.

Referencing Duane A. Garrett, Hosea, Joel, vol. 19A, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broad-

man & Holman Publishers, 1997), 364.

Zechariah 8:3  "Thus says the LORD, 'I will return to Zion and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and the mountain of the LORD of hosts will be called the Holy Mountain.'
Isaiah 11:11  Then it will happen on that day that the Lord Will again recover the second time with His hand The remnant of His people, who will remain, from Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, And from the islands of the sea.
Matthew 24:31  And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other. 

[at the 2nd Advent]

The Lord was with the Exodus generation of Israelites in that He dwelt in the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle. But now that He has a resurrection body, He will dwell right along with them in Jerusalem.
And strangers will pass through it no more… 
The idea is not that all Gentiles will be excluded (compare Zech 14:17) but that the city will be regarded as sacred territory. The language of Joel, like that of all the prophets, comes from his world and culture, but the fulfillment is eschatological and eternal. Simply put, the message for us is that no unclean person will dwell in the eternal city of God.

Duane A. Garrett, Hosea, Joel, vol. 19A, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1997), 394.

Zechariah 14:17  And it will be that whichever of the families of the earth does not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, there will be no rain on them.

Joel 3:18  And in that day  [the Millennium, the pleasant part of the Day of the Lord]  the mountains will drip with sweet wine, and the hills will flow with milk, and all the brooks of Judah will flow with water; and a spring will go out from the house of the LORD to water the valley of Shittim.

The mountains will drip with sweet wine… They will be so laden down with grapes it will appear that the mountains will drip with wine. The curse on the earth will be lifted and what it will produce will be astounding.
And the hills will flow with milk… This is a metaphor that reminds us of the description of the land of Canaan that God promised to the Israelites as it was called “the land flowing with milk and honey” Ex. 3:8
And all the brooks of Judah will flow with water… This is probably the most precious of blessings, plentiful water. 
Compare this to how Joel described the conditions. 
Joel 1:12   The vine dries up And the fig tree fails; The pomegranate, the palm also, and the apple tree, All the trees of the field dry up. Indeed, rejoicing dries up from the sons of men.
Joel 1:17   The seeds shrivel under their clods; The storehouses are desolate, The barns are torn down, For the grain is dried up.
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Isaiah also described the agricultural blessings that God will shower down on Israel and it will become a virtual paradise. 

Isaiah 35:1-7  The wilderness and the desert will be glad, and the Arabah will rejoice and blossom; like the crocus, 2) it will blossom profusely and rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They will see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3) Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the feeble.  4) Say to those with anxious heart, "Take courage, fear not. Behold, your God will come with vengeance; the recompense of God will come, but He will save you." 5) Then the eyes of the blind will be opened and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. 6) Then the lame will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute will shout for joy. For waters will break forth in the wilderness and streams in the Arabah. 7) The scorched land will become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water;

Arabah (ahrʹah-bah; a term variously translated as ‘plain,’ ‘desert,’ or ‘wilderness’ (Job 24:5; Ps. 68:7; Isa. 33:9). ‘The Arabah’ means the Palestinian rift valley south of the Lake of Galilee, with three divisions: the Jordan valley north of the Dead Sea; the area of the Dead Sea, (2 Kings 14:25); and the area from the Dead Sea to the Red Sea, about one hundred miles in length. This last area is ‘the Arabah’ in modern terminology. This third region has an average annual rainfall of only 2 inches.   
Bible Dictionary (San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1985), 41.
A spring will go out from the house of the LORD to water the valley of Shittim.

“Shittim” means “acacias,” which grow only in arid regions: implying that even the arid desert shall receive plentiful water.

*Go Ezek. 40 and read the periscope. Continue to read them from A to C, then read Ezek. 47:1-12, Zech. 14:8 and see the diagram in Clarence Larkin’s book p. 93 & 97 & the New Jerusalem on p. 148.

*Read Rev. 21:6 and 22:1-2
MINOR PROPHETS: JOEL #24 (2-8-15)  (Review Power Points)
Joel 13:19  Egypt will become a waste, And Edom will become [same Heb. word] a desolate  [same Heb. word as “waste”] wilderness, Because of the violence done to the sons of Judah, in whose land they have shed innocent blood.  

Will become, HAYAH, Qual imperfect; come to pass, will take place, to come to be; The imperfect aspect gives this word the idea of continuous action or something done habitually

Edom, A nation southeast of the Dead Sea, whose inhabitants were descendants of Esau. At the time of the Exodus they churlishly refused permission to the Israelites to pass through their land (Num. 20:14–21), and ever afterwards maintained an attitude of hostility toward them. 

A waste, SHAMAMAH, a desolation, a waste place, dessert.

Wilderness, MIDBAR, an arid land with no or little vegetation, associated with being wild and uninhabited.

Violence,  KAMAK, violence or cruelty.
Shed innocent blood, SHAPHAK, Qual perfect, to pour out, or gush out.

The perfect aspect focuses on the completeness of the action.

We don’t know exactly what incident Joel was referring to but there are plenty of Scriptures that describe the violence of Egypt and Edom against Israel. 
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We must not forget that the Israelites were held in captivity in Egypt for 430 years.

1 Kings 14:25-27   Now it happened in the fifth year of King Rehoboam, that Shishak the king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem.  26) He took away the treasures of the house of the LORD and the treasures of the king's house, and he took everything, even taking all the shields of gold which Solomon had made.  27) So King Rehoboam made shields of bronze in their place, and committed them to the care of the commanders of the guard who guarded the doorway of the king's house.

Pharaoh Neco II invaded Israel in 609 B.C., 2 Kings 23:29–35.
Edom: Obadiah 1:10-15

“Israel and Israel’s God will be exalted over all the nations as well as over their gods and ideals. Egypt and Edom serve as a sign for all the nations here. This is simply another way of joining Isaiah in claiming that Mount Zion would be exalted above all mountains and all nations would stream to it to learn the true teaching of God (Isa 2:2–4). It is more than political dominance over some bygone nations and extinct cultures; it is the triumph of the gospel over every ideal, religion, or cultural identity. It is the bowing of the nations before Israel’s God.”    vol. 19A, The New American Commentary, 396.
It is reassuring to know that one day all the enemies of God, including those who would align themselves with Hamas, Isis, Hezbollah, Al Qaeda, and Boko Haram, will someday bow their knee to Jesus Christ, Isa. 45:23. 

Read The Berean Call article: February, 2015; page 8.
Isaiah 2:2b-3 … and all the nations will stream to it.  3) And many peoples will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; That He may teach us concerning His ways And that we may walk in His paths." For the law will go forth from Zion and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

Zech 14:18 warns of possible eschatological desolation for Egypt in the Millennium. 

Zechariah 14:18-19   If 3rd the family of Egypt does not go up or enter, then no rain will fall on them; it will be the plague with which the LORD smites the nations who do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Booths.  19) This will be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all the nations who do not go up to celebrate the Feast of Booths.

Joel 13:20   But Judah will be inhabited forever and Jerusalem for all generations. 

Ezekiel 37:25   They [Jews] will live on the land that I gave to Jacob [Israel] My servant, in which your fathers lived; and they will live on it, they, and their sons and their sons' sons, forever; and David My servant will be their prince forever.

Amos 9:14-15   I will bring back the captives of My people Israel; They shall build the waste cities and inhabit them; They shall plant vineyards and drink wine from them; They shall also make gardens and eat fruit from them. 15) I will plant them in their land, And no longer shall they be pulled up From the land I have given them," Says the LORD your God.

Joel 13:21   And I will avenge their blood which I have not avenged, For the LORD dwells in Zion.  

Whose blood is “their blood”? There seems to be a question of whose blood will be avenged. Is it the blood of the enemies of Israel who shed innocent blood or is it the blood that the Israelites had shed that needs to be avenged?

We can tell a lot from the LLX translation of the Hebrew word “avenge” which is EXDICHEO, (ἐκδικέω) which means, to procure justice for someone, to grant justice.
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So the Lord will avenge all of the cruelty, persecution, and evil anti-Semitism that has been directed towards Jews. He will pour out his justice in full measure and He will do it when He is ready and the time is right.

Joel has been encouraging the Jews in this chapter and condemning those who have mistreated them, he would not end by warning them that the Lord will avenge the innocent blood they have spilt.

The book ends on a very good and positive note. The Lord doesn’t dwell in Zion now, but He will soon! 

Read The Berean Call, February, page 5.

We are not to seek REVENGE. We are to leave it in the Lord’s hands and our enemies will feel the hot fire of His justice.

Romans 12:17  Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men.

Romans 12:19  Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord.

Deuteronomy 32:35  Vengeance is Mine, and retribution, In due time their foot will slip; For the day of their calamity is near, And the impending things are hastening upon them.'

Proverbs 20:22  Do not say, "I will repay evil"; Wait for the LORD, and He will save you.

Proverbs 24:29   Do not say, "Thus I shall do to him as he has done to me; I will render to the man according to his work."
END OF SERIES
